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MARION    G.    ROMNEY 


At  10:30  a.m.,  Saturday,  October  6,  in  the 
1 22nd  Semi-Annual  Conference  of  the 
Church,  Marion  G.  Romney  was  sustained 
as  the  68th  Apostle  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

Elder  Romney  comes  from  a  long  line  of 
faithful  Latter-day  Saints,  being  the  son  of 
George  S.  Romney  and  Artemisia  Redd.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
C  Ionia  Juarez,  Mexico,  where  he  was  born 
September  19,  1897.  He  moved  to  Salt  Lake 
City  with  his  parents  in  1912  following  their 
expulsion  from  Mexico  along  with  the  other 
Mormons  during  the  revolutionary  uprisings 
there. 

After  graduation  from  Ricks  College  at 
Rexburg,  Idaho,  where  his  father  served  as 
college  president,  he  attended  the  University 
of  Utah  and  was  granted  his  B.S.  degree  in 
the  class  of  1926.  In  1932  he  graduated  from 
the  University's  School  of  Law  with  an  LL.B. 
degree.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1930 
and  began  an  active  legal  career.  In  addition 
to  his  private  practice  he  also  served  as  an 
assistant!  to  the  county,  to  the  district,  and 
to  the  city  attorneys. 

From:  1920  to  1923,  Elder  Romney  served 
as  a  missionary  in  Australia.  He  was  active 
in  Auxiliary  organizations  and  priesthood 
quorums  in  the  Thirty  .Third  Ward  until  his 
ordination  as  Bishop  in  1935.  Three  years 
later,  in  1938,  he  was  sustained  President  of 
the  Bonneville  Stake,  which  position  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  one  of  the 
Assistants  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  in 
April,  1941. 

He  was  married  to  Ida  Jensen  in  1924  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Richard  J. 
and  George  J.  Romney. 


Elder  Romney  is  well  known  throughout 
the  Church,  having  travelled  widely  during 
the  past  ten  years  as  one  of  the  General 
Authorities  and  as  assistant  managing  director 
of  the  Church  Welfar  Plan.  During  this  time 
he  has  been  in  general  charge  of  the  Welfare 
Officers. 

When  he  was  called  upon  to  talk  in  the 
General  Conference  session  where  he  was 
sustained.  Elder  Romney  said  with  deep 
humility,  "The  great  respect  I  have  always 
had  for  the  office  to  which  I  am  now  called 
contributes  greatly  to  the  emotional  strain  I 
am  experiencing.  Men  who  held  these  offices 
were  God-like  men  in  the  eyes  of  my  parents. 
When  they  came  to  Old  Mexico  where  I  lived 
as  a  little  child,  I  almost  thought  they  were 
of  a  different  race." 

He  then  went  on  to  tell  of  the  wonderful 
association  that  he  has  enjoyed  with  the 
members  of  the  First  Presidency  in  his  past 
life,  citing  some  interesting  stories  concern- 
ing the  brethren  with  whom  he  will  be 
working  intimately  from  that  time  on.  He 
told  of  the  love  and  devotion  in  his  heart  for 
President  McKay,  President  Richards,  Presi- 
dent Clark  and  all  of  the  Apostles  and  men 
of  God, who  are  chosen  to  lead  and  direct 
the  affairs  of  the  Church  in  these  last  days. 

The  willingness  to  serve  and  the  character 
of  this  chosen  man  of  God  is  shown  in  the 
closing  words  of  his  conference  address  to 
the  multitude  who  sustained  him.  "I  will  do 
everything  I  can  to  serve  you,  and  I  will  do 
everything  I  can  to  honour  this  high  calling. 
God  bless  you,  and  God  bless  me,  and  will 
you  please  pray  for  me  that  no  enemy  shall 
dent  the  small  sector  of  the  line  which  I  am 
assigned  to  defend." 


CONVENTION  TIME 


Under  the  direction  of  President  Duncan, 
the  Mission  office  at  Cape  Town  has  been 
busy  planing  and  preparing  for  an  Elders 
Convention  to  take  place  at  "Cumorah." 

All  missionaries  from  parts  throughout  the 
Union  will  attend  the  corvention  which  will 
commence  on  December  13th  and  end  on 
December  20th. 


Besides  the  classes  of  instructions  which 
will  be  held  during  the  week,  there  will  be 
many  spiritual  meetings,  and  entertainments 
to  which  the  public  will  be  invited. 

A  lot  of  thought  and  planning  has  gone  into 
the  organizing  of  the  Convention  with  the 
hope  that  it  can  be  made  one  of  the  .out- 
standing event  of  the  past  few  years. 
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TEMPLE  PROVES  BOON  TO 
SWISS  -  AUSTRALIAN  MIS- 
SION: Few  missions  of  the 
Church  have  been  in  the  "news" 
more  during  the  past  year  than 
the  Swiss-Australian  Mission. 
The  reason  for  this  is  the 
erection  of  the  first  European 
Temple  of  the  Church  which  is 
now  under  way  in  the  city  of 
Bern. 

The  Swiss-Australian  mission 
covers  all  the  two  countries.  It 
has  Ave  districts,  four  of  them 
in  Switzerland  and  one  in 
Autna.  The  membership  oi  the 
mission  totals  approximately 
2,200  with  all  but  about  400  of 
them  in   Switzerland. 

The  decision  of  the  Church  to 
build  temples  in  Europe  has 
done  much  to  stabilize  mission 
activities  and  develop  a  pro- 
gramme of  permanency.  The 
Swiss-Austrian  Mission  is 
making  the  most  of  this  new 
programme  and  is  pushing  the 
acquisition  and  building  of 
chapels.  There  are  now  several 
Church-owned  properties  in  the 
mission,  and  several  sites  are 
purchased  for  future  building 
programmes. 

According  to  the  mission 
president  all  Saints  are  en- 
thused with  the  temple  building 
going  on  in  Bern.  It  is  expected 
that  the  roof  will  be  on  the 
building  before  winter  sets  in. 
Thus  the  interior  construction 
can  continue  through  the  winter 
months.  Work  is  progressing 
satisfactorily  under  the  direc- 
tion of  President  William 
Zimmer  of  the  mission  presi- 
dency who  is  supervising  archi- 
tect. 

WELFARE  ORCHARD 

YIELDS  ABUNDANTLY:  The 
largest  harvest  of  pears  yet,  — 
nearly  11  tons  per  acre,  —  and 
there  are  14  acres  of  them  that 
have    been  picked   and   are  now 


being  canned  by  members  of  the 
Southern  California  Welfare- 
Region. 

The  pear  orchard,  located  on 
the  edge  of  Antelope  Valley  in 
Little  Rock,  80  miles  north  of 
Los  Angeles,  has  yielded  its  best 
crop  since  the  Church  purchased 
the  property  five  years  ago. 
"The  pears,"  say  those  who 
went  cut  to  pick  them,  "hu.g 
on  the  trees  like  grspes." 

Lik?  the  adage  "the  proof  cf 
the  pudding  is  in  the  eating, ' 
tha  proof  of  proper  cultiv.ti  n 
and  careful  mai.t?ranc3  has 
brcught  this  gigantic  harvest. 
For  the  past  few  years  th? 
tress  have  been  carefully 
pruned,  fertilized  and  wate  ed. 
Last  year's  crop  was  gcod.  Tir.is 
year's  crop  was  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  valley. 

All  of  the  pears  from  the 
orchards  are  being  processed  at 
the  Church  canneries,  one  in 
Burbank  and  the  other  in  Long 
Beach. 

An  average  of  3000  cans  of 
pears  per  day  are  being  pro- 
cessed in  each  plant.  The  pears 
are  delivered  to  the  cri.ineries 
from  cold  storage  at  the  rate  of 
350  lugs  three  times  a  week. 

The  fruit  will  go  toward  filling 
the  welfare  assignment  of  the 
Southern  California  Welfare 
Region  and  for  personal  use. 

BRITISH  TEMPLE :  The  First 
Presidency  recently  approved 
the  design  which  will  be  used 
for  the  building  of  the  temple  in 
England.  A  beautiful  single 
spired  structure  is  to  be  erected 
on  the  large  estate  at  New 
•Chapel,  about  30  miles  south  of 
London.  The  design  is  the  work 
of  Edward  O.  Anderson,  temple 
architect.  Sir  Thomas  Bennett 
of  London,  noted  British  archi- 
tect, has  been  secured  as  super- 
vising architect  for  the  building. 


168 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


November,   1954. 


THE  ATONEMENT  OF 
THE  SAVIOUR 

By  Marion  G.  Romney  of  the  Council  of  the    Twelve  Apostles 


My  beloved  brethren  and  sisters  and 
firends:  I  have  in  my  pocket  a  wonderful 
talk,  one  I  have  been  three  months  preparing. 
I  find  it  necessary,  however,  to  deprive  you 
of  the  great  pleasure  of  hearing  it  at  this  time 
because  it  has  already  been  given.  President 
McKay  gave  half  of  it  ,and  Bishop  Wirthlin 
and  Brother  Lee  used  most  of  my  scriptures. 
I  am  very  happy,  however,  to  be  in  harmony 
with  them. 

I  pray  the  Lord  to  be  with  me  now  while 
1  address  myself  to  another  subject,  one  that 
has  been  going  through  my  mind  this  after- 
noon. I  need  your  prayers  and  want  you  to 
think  these  few  remarks  through  with  me. 

The  subject  to  which  I  refer  is  the  atone- 
ment of  the  Saviour,  and  surely  there  could 
be  no  more  appropriate  theme  upon  which 
this  meeting  could  close.  The  atonement  of 
the  Master  is  the  central  point  of  world 
history.  Without  it,  the  whole  purpose  for 
the  creation  of  earth  and  our  living  upon  it 
would  fail. 

From  the  scriptures,  we  learn  that  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  world,  there  has  been 
among  the  Lord's  people  those  who  have 
understood  the  gospel,  a  ceremony  pointing 
to  the  atonement  of  the  Redeemer.  When 
Adam  and  Eve  were  driven  from  the  Garden 
of  Eden,  the  Lord  told  them  to  build  an  altar 
and  offer  sacrifice.  This  they  did,  and  they 
did  it  without  knowing  the  reason  therefore. 
I  wish  every  one  of  Adam's  posterity  had  the 
faith  of  their  first  earthly  father,  the  faith 
to  do  what  the  Lord  tells  him  to  do  without 
first  having  to  have  an  explanation  as  to  why 
he  would  do  it.  But  to  continue  with  our 
theme: 

"'And  after  many  days  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  Adam,  saying:  Why  dost 
thou  offer  sacrifices  unto  the  Lord?  And 
Adam  said  unto  him:  I  know  not,  save  the 
Lord  commanded  me. 

"And  then  the  angel  spake,  saying:  This 
thing  is  a  similitude  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  which  is  full 
of  grace  and  truth."    (Moses  5:  6-7). 

The  angel  told  Adam  other  things — some 
of  them  Brother  Lee  talked  about.     He  told 


him  that  in  the  Meridian  of  Time  the  Re- 
deemer would  come  into  the  world,  and  that 
until  he  should  come  God's  people  were  to 
offer  blood  sacrifices  frequently.  This  they 
were  to  do  to  point  their  minds  forward  to 
the  day  when  the  Redeemer  would  come  and 
be  sacrificed  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 
Then  the  angel  taught  Adam  the  gospel  and 
told  him  to  repent  and  be  baptized,  as 
quoted  here  this  afternoon  by  Brother  Lee. 

From  the  days  of  Adam  to  the  days  of 
Jesus  Christ,  every  people  who  understand 
the  gospel  offered  blood  sacrifices,  using 
animals  or  birds  without  blemish.  This  they 
did  in  contemplation  of  the  great  event  which 
was  to  take  place  in  the  Meridian  of  Time. 

When  Jesus  was  about  to  go  through  that 
terrible  suffering  incident  to  the  atonement, 
he  took  his  disciples  with  him  to  the  Passover. 
As  they  sat  in  an  upper  chamber,  Jesus  broke 
bread  and  blessed  it,  and  gave  of  it  to  his 
Apostles,  telling  them  that  this  they  should 
do  often  in  remembrance  of  his  body  which 
was  soon  to  be  wounded  on  the  cross  for 
them,  and  for  you  and  for  me.  Then  he 
took  wine,  blessed  it,  and  gave  of  it  to  them, 
telling  them  to  do  this  often  in  remembrance 
of  his  blood  which  was  to  be  spilled  for  them. 

Jesus  then  went  into  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane.  There  he  suffered  most.  He 
suffered  greatly  on  the  cross,  of  course,  but 
other  men  had  died  by  crucifixion;  in  fact, 
a  man  hung  on  either  side  of  him  as  he  died 
on  the  cross.  But  no  man,  nor  set  of  men, 
nor  all  men  put  together,  ever  suffered  what 
the  Redeemer  suffered  in  the  Garden.  He 
went  there  to  pray  and  suffer.  One  of  the 
New  Testament  writers  says  that  it  ".  .  .  was 
as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down 
to  the  ground."     (Luke  22:  44). 

In  this  dispensation  the  Lord,  calling  upon 
the  people  to  repent,  tells  them  that  unless 
they  repent  they  must  suffer  even  as  he 
suffered.  He  describes  that  suffering  in  these 
words: 

"Which  suffering  caused  myself,  even  God, 
the  greatest  of  all,  to  tremble  because  of  pain, 
and  to  bleed  at  every  pore,  and  to  suffer  both 

(Continued  on  page  172) 
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In  July,  1954,  Elder  Duncan  stepped  from 
the  platform  of  the  South  African  Railways 
and  gazed  at  the  city  of  East  London  which 
was  to  be  his  residence  for  the  next  few 
months.  South  Africa  wasn't  strange  to  Elder 
Duncan,  he  had  lived  here  all  his  life.  The 
city  of  East,  London  wasn't  new  to  him,  but 
he  had  an  unusual  feeling  as  he  left  the  Rail- 
road station  that  day.  The  work  he  was  about 
to  undertake  would  be  entirely  different  from 
what  he  had  previously  been  doing  for  he 
had  been  called  as  a  missionary  for  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  He  hadn't 
been  a  member  of  this  Church  long,  less  than 
two  years,  but  he  knew  the  Gospel  well,  had  a 
firm  testimony  of  it,  and  wanted  to  tell  other 
people  about  it. 

Just  why  Elder  Duncan  was  starting  this  new 
assignment  has  its  beginning  back  twenty-two 
years  ago  on  March  4th,  1932,  when  Phyllis 
Ethelwynne  (Parker)  Duncan  gave  birth  to  a 
baby  boy  and  named  him  Ronald  Parker 
Duncan.  Mrs.  Duncan  and  her  husband  David 
MacMillan  Brogan  Duncan,  were  at  this  time 
living  in  Johannesburg  where  Mr.  Duncan 
was  employed  on  the  mines  and  it  was  in  this 
humble  surrounding  that  Ronald  spent  his 
early  life. 

With  the  coming  of  the  war  Mr.  Duncan 
joined  the  airforce  and  Ronald  was  placed  in 
Jeppe  High  School  as  a  boarder  which  brought 
both  happy  and  sad  events  in  Ronald's  life.  He 
didn't  make  friends  easily  but  he  enjoyed 
classes,  study  hours,  and  extramural  activities 
on  the  football  field,  swimming,  etc.  Within 
ten  years  Ronald  matriculated  with  a  distinc- 
tion in  mathematics  and  left  the  school.  The 
events  that  followed  are  told  here  by  Elder 
Duncan  as  he  expresses  himself  in  his  own 
words. 

"I  never  really  did  think  of  the  religious  life 
as  of  great  importance  in  my  school  days. 
However,  I  craved  for  a  knowledge  of  some- 
thing above  and  beyond  myself.  I  could  not 
understand  the  yearning  within  me  at  the  time. 
My  understanding  of  church  was  that  I  should 
go  for  the  sake  of  going.  I  eventually  came 
to  despise  even  the  thought  of  going  to  church, 


ELDER   RONALD  P.  DUNCAN 

because  they  were  old  empty  bottles  with  noth- 
ing to  pour  into  the  depths  of  a  thirsting  soul. 

"I  hadn't  been  to  any  church  for  over  a  year 
when  I  met  a  young  lady,  Denise  M.  Osborne, 
who,  I  had  heard  previously,  was  a  "Mor- 
mon." The  thought  never  struck  me  as  any- 
thing significant  until  one  afternoon  after  work 
I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  speak  to 
her. 

"Sister  Osborne  told  me  about  the  prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  his  wonderful  vision  in  the 
grove,  and  also  about  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  She  bore  a  most  sincere 
testimony  as  to  her  knowledge  that  it  was 
true. 

"Two  days  later,  I  visited  her  home  and  we 
discussed  the  ethics  of  this  wonderful  new  re- 
ligion until  late  that  night.  When  I  left,  she 
presented  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  which  I  commenced  reading  almost 
immediately. 

"The  following  Sunday  evening  I  attended 
the  Sacrament  Service  at  Ramah  Branch, 
Johannesburg,  and  heard  Sister  Yvonne 
Matthews'  farewell  talk  before  she  left  for 
Utah,  U.S.A.  The  sincere  testimonies  of  the 
speakers  that  evening  left  quite  an  impression 
upon  my  mind. 

(Continued  on  page   175) 
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Address  of  President  David  0.  McKay 

Given   at   the   Evening   Session   of   the   Cape  District  Conference,  South  African  Mission- 
January  17,  1954. 


As  this  is  the  last  opportunity  we  shall  have 
publically  to  express  appreciation  of  those 
who  have  contributed  to  a  memorable  visit, 
I  shall  take  time  to  mention  appreciatively 
those  who  came  to  my  mind  who  have  been 
very  contributive,  unselfishly  and  conside- 
rately to  make  our  visit  enjoyable. 

I  wish  to  name  the  Minister  of  Labour,  the 
Honourable  W.  G.  Schoeman;  United  States 
Ambassador,  The  Honourable  W.  J.  Gallman; 
United  States  General  and  Consul  General 
and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons,  who 
entertained  us  at  Johannesburg;  the  airport 
officials  in  Johannesburg  and  .  .  .  well,  all 
along  the  line  since  we  left  London,  particu- 
larly at  Johannesburg  and  here  at  Cape  Town; 
also  the  customs  officials.  Not  infrequently 
we  find  difficulty  in  going  from  one  country  to 
another  and  sometimes,  discourteous  people. 
It  was  not  so  here  in  South  Africa.  They 
have  been  most  considerate,  and  I  wish  publi- 
cally to  acknowledge  that  consideration. 
Especially  do  we  appreciate  the  welcome 
extended  by  the  members  of  the  Church  at 
Johannesburg.  Our  plane  was  one  hour  late 
and  it  was  dark  when  we  landed,  but  we 
heard  the  sweet  strains  of  "We  Thank  Thee 
O  God  for  a  Prophet"  from  400  or  more 
voices  and  we  knew  from  whom  those  sweet 
voices  came. 

The  air  officials  had  courteously  asked  us 
to  wait  until  the  other  passengers  dis- 
embarked, so  when  we  three  stepped  down 
the  plank  there  we  faced  the  floodlights 
furnished  by  the  cinema  officials,  some  city 
officials,  photographers  and  our  own  President 
and  others.  We  express  appreciation  for  the 
courtesy  of  the  public  press  and  the  cinema 
and  other  public  officials  who  put  themselves 
out  to  make  us  feel  at  home.  I  name  your 
own  United  States  Consul,  Mr.  Owen,  who 
was  there  to  greet  us  and  welcome  us  to 
South  Africa.  We  wish  especially  again  to 
say  how  we  appreciate  your  welcome  last 
week  and  I  join  Sister  McKay  in  expressing 
appreciation  of  the  beautiful  setting.  It  is  a 
good  illustration  of  the  high  ideals  of  the 
Church  to  have  its  membe-s  love  the  good, 
the  true  and  the  beautiful.  I  think  now  that 
there  is  little  for  me  to  add,  except  possibly 
to  make  a  summary  of  the  excellent  sermons 


and     suggestions     given      by     the     previous 
speakers. 

We  shall  always  remember  the  inspirational 
meeting  with  the  missionaries  yesterday, 
from  one  of  whom  you  have  just  heard.  His 
is  a  testimony  which  I  believe  every  listener 
knows  comes  from  the  heart.  He  is  a  young 
man  just  chosen  from  his  daily  labours — I  do 
not  know  what  his  profession  or  what  his 
daily  labour  is — but  whatever  it  was,  when 
the  call  came,  he  dropped  it  and  said,  "I  will 
devote  my  time,  two  years  or  two  and  a  half 
years,  to  preach  the  Gospel."  I  have  known 
his  grandfather  for  many  years,  Edward  J. 
Wood.  So  I  know  this  young  man's  character, 
I  know  his  background.  He  is  a  product  of 
so  called  Mormonism.  I  listened  with  interest 
to  his  talk,  also  the  history  given  by  your 
President;  the  excellent  and  clarifying  state- 
ments made  by  President  Reiser  and  Sister 
McKay  regarding  the  purposes  of  the  Church. 
And  I  say,  there  is  nothing  left  for  me  to  do 
now  but  make  a  kind  of  summary  of  those 
purposes. 

The  reporters  whom  we  meet  at  the  various 
airports,  and  stations,  invariably,  when  they 
find  out  tnat  Mormonism  is  not  synonymous 
with — you  know — say,  "Well  then,  what  are 
your  tenets?"  In  other  words,  "Why  are  you 
sending  missionaries?"  I  am  going  to  answer 
that  briefly. 

Certainly  we  are  not  sending  them  out  for 
selfish  purposes.  We  are  not  asking  any 
nation,  any  town  or  any  community  to  con- 
tribute funds.  At  one  time  we  had  5,000  mis- 
sionaries in  the  world.  It  cost  each  one  of 
them  an  average  of  about  $60.00  a  month. 
Some  missions  a  little  less,  some  missions 
more.  Keep  a  strict  account  of  the  expenses. 
If  you  multiply  that  $60.00  a  month  by  12,  you 
get  $300,000  a  month  which  came  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  principally  from  the  pockets  of 
their  parents.  The  Church  did  not  pay  them. 
It  helped  pay  part  of  their  fare  to  a  far-off 
mission.  Otherwise,  each  of  the  5,000  pays 
his  own  expenses.  The  war  had  reduced  that 
number,  because  we  take  our  part  in  serving 
our  country,  but  of  the  5,000  missionaries  out, 
and  we  are  approaching  now  the  5,000  again, 
you  would  have  $300,000  a  month  paid  by  the 
members  of  the  Church  themselves.  "  Multiply 
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that  by  12,  and  you  have  $3,600,000  a  year.  I 
repeat,  it  is  not  for  selfish  purposes. 

They  are  not  out  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  political  government.  They  are  in- 
structed not  to  take  part  in  politics,  but  to  be 
loyal  to  the  Government  and  submit  to  the 
laws.  Then  why?  Because  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  commonly  known  as  "Mormon- 
ism,"  is  a  way  of  life.  Because  we  believe 
with  all  our  souls  that  the  only  way  that  peace 
will  come  to  mankind  is  by  obedience  to  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  There 
are  those  who  doubt  it,  I  know.  The  Com- 
munists especially,  but  you  may  determine 
yourselves  that  Communism  is  wrong.  Be- 
cause, first,  they  reject  the  idea  of  God  and 
second,  they  deprive  man  of  his  free  agency — 
deprive  man  of  personal  liberty. 

Missionaries  of  the  Church  proclaim  the 
need  for  accepting  the  Gospel.  I  say  it  is  a 
way  of  life.  It  teaches  whence  we  came — 
the  Pre-existent  state — why  man  has  taken 
upon  himself  mortality.  The  time  to  gain 
happiness,  as  Sister  McKay  explained,  is  while 
we  are  in  this  mortal  stage.  Then  it  points 
with  unmistakable  confidence  and  assurety  to 
the  persistence  of  personality  after  death. 

The  Pre-existence,  the  idea  of  the  Pre-exis- 
tence,  is  founded  on  the  birth  of  the  Saviour, 
the  Saviour's  remarks,  and  His  coming  from 
His  Father.  "If  ye  have  seen  me,  ye  have  seen 
the  Father,"  "And  now,  O  Father,  glorify 
thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with  the  glory 
which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was." 
I  say  I  can  give  but  a  summary.  It  is  sum- 
marized beautifully  in  the  hymn  that  is  well 
known  throughout  the  world  now  as  the 
Mormon  Hymn: 

"Oh,  my  Father,  Thou  that  dwellest, 
In  the  high  and  glorious  place! 
When  shall  I  regain  Thy  presence 
And  again  behold  Thy  face?" 

It  is  also  referred  to  very  beautifully  by  the 
poet,  Wordsworth,  in  the  wonderful  poem 
"Ode  to  intimations  of  Immortality." 

"Our  Birth  is  but  a  sleep  and  a  forgetting; 
The  soul  that  rises  with  us,  our  life's  star, 
Hath  had  elsewhere  its  setting, 
And  cometh  from  afar; 
Not  in  entire  forgetfulness, 
■   And  not  in  utter  nakedness, 
But  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God  who  is  our  home." 

So  life  to  the  Latter-day  Saint  does  not  be- 
gin with  a  physical  birth.  That  is  reasonable, 
isn't  it?     That  which  has  a  mortal,  beginning 


will  very  likely  have  a  mortal  ending.  But  the 
spirit  within — and  there  is  a  spirit  in  man, 
and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth 
them  understanding — the  spirit  within  is  as 
eternal  as  the  Father  of  our  spirits.  We  believe 
that  with  all  our  souls.    Why  then  are  we  here: 

"For  a  wise  and  glorious  purpose, 
Thou  hast  placed  us  here  on  earth 
And  withheld  the  recollection 
Of  our  former  friends  and  birth." 

A  wise  and  glorious  purpose — to  gain  ex- 
perience. The  memory  of  the  pre-existence  is 
gone  and  we  face  mortality,  for  the  develop- 
ment of  that  spirit  within.  Resistence  of  evil 
— the  aspiration  for  the  good.  To  start  out, 
our  Father  in  Heaven  has  given  to  each  one 
his  free  agency;  a  gift  as  precious  as  life  itself. 
Without  that  free  agency,  man  cannot  pro- 
gress. Any  power,  any  force  that  interferes 
with  that  freedom  of  action  and  freedom  of 
thought,  is  contrary  to  eternal  progress,  as 
well  as  contrary  therefore  to  the  designs  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  who  said,  "This  is  my  work 
and  my  glory,  to  bring  to  pass  the  immor- 
tality and  eternal  life  of  man." 

There  is  one  of  the  choicest  books  I  think 
ever  written  by  a  scientist,  Dr.  de  Nooy.  In 
one  place,  after  he  traces,  according  to  his 
theory,  the  progress  of  man's  development,  he 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  arrived 
at  a  spiritual  stage.  Animals  live,  protect 
themselves,  perpetuate  their  kind.  I  thought 
of  that  when  we  saw  the  baboons  down  at  the 
Cape  the  other  day;  not  a  higher  thought  than 
existence,  perpetuation.  But  man,  when  God 
breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  re- 
ceived, according  to  Dr.  de  Nooy,  a  part  of 
God's  omnipotence,  making  him  (man)  re- 
sponsible for  his  own  choice,  his  own  actions. 
We  believe  in  the  free  agency  of  man  and  his 
power  to  choose  here  in  mortality,  the  good 
and  reject  the  evil,  or  to  choose  the  evil  and 
reject  the  good.  "There  are  heights  in  man," 
says  Carlisle,  "that  reach  the  highest  heaven, 
as  there  are  depths  that  reach  the  lowest  hell." 
You  have  the  choice — God  will  not  take  that 
from  you.     Yours  is  the  responsibility. 

"Know  this  that  every  soul  is  free 
To  choose  his  life  and  what  he'll  be. 
For  this  eternal  truth  is  given 
That  God  will  force  no  man  to  Heaven. 
He'll  call,  persuade,  direct  aright, 
And  bless  with  wisdom,  love  and  light, 
In  nameless  ways  be  good  and  kind, 
But  never  force  the  human  mind. 
Freedom  and  reason  make  us  men; 
■    (Continued  on  page  174)    •■  '■  » 
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bodj   and  spirit — and  would  thai  I  might  not 
drink  the  bitter  cup,  and  shrink. 

"Nevertheless,  glory  be  to  the  Father,  and 
I  partook  and  finished  my  preparations  unto 
the  children  of  men."  (D.  and  C.  19:   18-19). 

Now,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  I  cannot 
here  discuss  with  you  in  detail  what  the 
atonement  of  the  Saviour  means  to  us.  But 
without  it,  no  man  or  woman  would  ever  be 
resurrected.  From  Adam's  time  to  the  time 
of  Jesus,  men  died — millions  of  them.  The 
hills  and  vales  were  full  of  their  remains. 
But  not  a  single  one  of  them  ever  came  out 
to  the  grave  as  a  resurrected  person  until  that 
glorious  morning  when  Jesus  was  resurrected. 
Without  his  victory  over  death,  they  never 
would  have  come  out  of  their  graves,  worlds 
without  end.  It  took  the  atonement  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  reunite  the  bodies  and  spirits 
of  men  in  the  resurrection.  And  so  all  the 
world,  believers  and  non-believers,  are  in- 
debted to  the  Redeemer  for  their  certain 
resurrection,  because  the  resurrection  will  be 
as  wide  as  was  the  fall,  which  brought  death 
to  every  man. 

There  is  another  phase  of  the  atonement 
which  makes  me  love  the  Saviour  even  more, 
and  fills  my  soul  with  gratitude  beyond  ex- 
pression. It  is  that  in  addition  to  atoning 
for  Adam's  transgression,  thereby  bringing 
about  the  resurrection,  the  Saviour  by  his 
suffering  paid  the  debt  for  my  personal  sins. 
He  paid  the  debt  for  your  personal  sins  and 
for  the  personal  sins  of  every  living  soul  that 
ever  dwelt  upon  the  earth  or  that  ever  will 
dwell  in  mortality  upon  the  earth.  But  this 
he  did  conditionally.  The  benefits  of  this 
suffering  for  our  individual  transgressions 
will  not  come  to  us  unconditional  in  the  same 
sense  that  the  resurrection  will  come  regard- 
less of  what  we  do.  If  we  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  the  atonement  as  far  as  our 
individual  transgressions  are  concerned,  we 
must  obey  the  law. 

And  it  is  perfectly  just  that  we  are  required 
to  obey  it  because  through  the  fall  of  Adam, 
man's  free  agency  was  preserved.  We  had 
nothing  to  do  with  death's  coming  into  the 
world;  death  came  as  a  consequence  of 
Adam's  fall.  But  we  have  everything  to  do 
with  our  own  acts.  When  we  commit  sin,  we 
are  estranged  from  God  and  rendered  unfit 
to  enter  into  his  presence.  No  unclean  thing 
can  enter  into  his  presence.  We  cannot  of 
ourselves,  no  matter  how  we  may  try,  rid 
ourselves  of  the  stain  Which  is  upon  us  as 


a  result  of  our  own  transgressions.  That  stain 
must  be  washed  away  by  the  blood  of  the 
Redeemer  and  he  has  set  up  the  way  by  which 
that  stain  may  be  removed.  That  way  is  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  gospel  requires 
us  to  believe  in  the  Redeemer,  accept  his 
atonement,  repent  of  our  sins,  be  baptized 
by  immersion  for  the  remission  of  our  sins, 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  and  continue  faithfully 
to  observe,  or  do  the  best  we  can  to  observe, 
the  principles  of  the  gospel  all  the  days  of 
our  lives. 

We  have  in  the  Church  an  ordinance  which 
I  have  explained.  It  is  the  sacrament.  The 
Lord  has  commanded  us  to  partake  of  the 
sacrament  regularly.  Members  of  his  Church 
are  by  him  directed  to  go  the  Sabbath  day 
to  the  sacrament  meeting,  and  there  partake 
of  the  sacrament.  And  what  are  we  to  do 
when  we  partake  of  the  sacrament?  We  are 
to  think  of  all  these  things  above  mentioned, 
and  many  more.  If  I  can  remember  one  of 
the  prayers,  I  will  conclude  with  it.  This  is 
what  we  go  to  the  sacrament  meeting  for;  this 
is  what  we  ought  to  do  when  we  are  there. 
Think  about  it: 

"O  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  we  ask  thee 
in  the  name  of  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ  to  bless 
and  sanctify  this  bread  to  the  souls  of  all 
those  who  partake  of  it,  that  they  may  eat  in 
remembrance  of  the  body  of  thy  Son  .  .  ." 

What  we  ought  to  do  when  we  partake  of 
the  sacrament  is  think  of  the  Redeemer — of 
his  wounded  body  as  we  partake  of  the  water. 

".  .  .  .  and  witness  unto  thee,  O  God,  the 
Eternal  Father,  .  .  ." 

A  witness  is  a  testimony.  We  ought, 
silently,  to  testify  to  our  Father. 

".  .  .  that  they  are  willing  to  take  upon 
them  the  name  of  thy  Son,  and  always 
remember  him  and  keep  his  commandments 
which  he  has  given  them;  .  .  ." 

And  to  what  end? 

".  .  .that  they  may  always  have  his  Spirit 
to  be  with  them."    (D.  and  C  20:  77). 

God  help  us  to  renew  our  covenants  every 
week  in  this  manner,  and  remember  the 
redemption  wrought  for  us  by  our  great 
Redeemer,  I  pray-  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.     Aratti. 
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AN    APPRECIATION 


By  Sam  Rayner 


It  is  with  a  sense  of  great  personal  loss  that 
I  approach  the  task  of  writing  an  appreciation 
of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  know. 

It  was  in  1925  that  I  first  met  Brother 
Clarence  B.  Spear,  affectionately  known 
throughout  the  Mission  as  "CJB."  He  had  just 
been  baptised  after  a  long  and  careful  investi- 
gation of  the  truths  of  the  Restored  Gospel. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  an  exhilarating  and 
sincere  friendship  that  lasted  till  the  day  of  his 
death.  We  were  always  close  to  each  other 
and  a  genuine  bond  of  love  existed  between  us. 

"C.B."  exerted  an  amazing  influence  for 
good.  His  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  was  pro- 
found. He  had  studied  all  forms  of  religious 
philosophies  in  his  search  for  truth,  before  his 
acceptance  of  the  Gospel.  His  natural  intelli- 
gence enabled  him  to  grasp  fundamental  prin- 
ciples without  apparent  effort  and  to  clarify 
them  with  almost  startling  vividness  and  sim- 
plicity. 

The  Gospel  was  utterly  real  to  him.  It  was 
his  life.  Not  for  him  the  cloistered,  academic 
approach  to  Gospel  truths.  He  always  in- 
sisted that  these  truths  were  given  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  he  succeeded  as  few  men  have  in 
integrating  the  realities  of  eternal  truths  in 
every  phase  of  his  life. 

My  beloved  friend  was  at  once  humble, 
deeply  conscious  of  his  limitations,  aware  of 
his  powers,  prayerful,  and  unswerving  in  his 
devotion  to  the  Gospel.  I  must  confess  that  I 
often  felt  to  envy  his  calm,  reflective  attitude 
towards  the  problems  of  life,  his  perception, 
his  quiet  faith,  and  his  keen  analytical  mind. 
The  mere  possession  of  things  for  their  own 


sake  meant  little  to  him.  Temporal  things  had 
very  little  power  in  his  life.  He  had  an  en- 
viable capacity  for  enjoying  the  simple  things 
of  life.  He  was  inflexibly  opposed  to  cant  and 
hypocrisy  in  any  shape  or  form.  He  loved 
truth  for  truth's  sake.  He  was  a  fornrdab'e 
firMer,  equipped  with  the  "armour  of  God," 
and  crossed  swords  on  many  occasions  with 
those  who  attempted  to  disparage  the  Church, 
often  to  the  discomfiture  of  his  opponents.  He 
had  a  lively  sense  of  humour,  subtle  and  at 
times  a  little  disconcerting,  but  it  was  always 
tempered  by  a  kindly  tolerance  and  under- 
standing of  human  weakness. 

He  was  Branch  President  of  Bloemfontein 
Branch  for  23  years  and  his  sane  counsel  and 
wise  leadershio  was  valued  by  Church  mem- 
bers. His  generosity  and  thoughtfulness,  his 
unflagging  interest  in  the  wellbeing  of  the  less 
fortunate  members  of  the  Church  was  pro- 
verbial. 

"C.B."  is  no  more,  as  far  as  this  earth  is 
concerned.  I  am  profoundly  convinced,  how- 
ever, knowing  him  as  I  do,  that  he  will  exert 
all  his  powers  to  adapt  himself  to  the  require- 
ments of  his  new  environment  and  with  char- 
acteristic zeal  apply  himself  to  such  tasks  as  he 
may  be  called  upon  to  perform,  under 
authority. 

He  was  indeed  a  choice  spirit,  and  of  him  it 
can  be  truly  said  that  he  loved  the  Lord.  I 
count  it  a  rare  privilege  to  have  known  him  in 
this  life.  I  know  the  extent  to  which  I  am 
indebted  to  him  for  the  strength  of  my  testi- 
mony today,  and  I  thank  God  for  the  assur- 
ance I  have  that  if  I  honour  my  testimony  to 
the  end,  I  shall  meet  him  again. 


A    PRAYER    FOR    THE    ABSENT     ONES 

For  our  absent  ones  we  implore  Thy  loving  kindness.  Keep  them  in  life,  keep  them  in 
growing  honour;  and  for  us,  grant  that  we  may  remain  worthy  of  their  love.  For  Christ's  sake, 
let  not  our  beloved  blush  for  us,  nor  we  for  them.  Grant  us  that,  and  grant  us  courage  to  endure 
lesser  evils  unshaken,  and  to  accept  death,  loss,  and  disappointment  as  it  were  straws  upon  the  tide 
of  life.  . 

—Robert  L.  Stevenson. 
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Take  these  away,  what  are  we  then? 

Mere  animals  and  just  as  well 

The  beasts  may  talk  of  Heaven-  and  Hell. 

With  that  free  agency  then,  the  Church 
teaches  the  young  to  resist.  People  (not  mem- 
bers of  our  Church)  smile  when  the  mission- 
aries say  to  those  who  pass  a  cigarette,  "No, 
thank  you."  When  we  are  in  company  and 
they  serve  cocktails,  those  who  do  not  know 
us  are  surprised  when  we  say  that  we  will  take 
tomato  juice  or  some  other  mild  drink,  but 
they  do  not  understand  that  back  of  that  self- 
denial,  as  they  call  it,  is  the  great  principle  of 
compliance  with  what  we  call  the  word  of 
Wisdom.  Getting  power  over  the  animal 
appetite  and  passions.  Phychologist  James 
said  that  we  should  do  something  every  day 
which  we  do  not  wish  to  do  in  order  to  get  con- 
trol above  those  physical  instincts  and  appe- 
tites. He  says,  I  remember,  "It  may  be  just 
closing  an  interesting  part  of  a  novel  that  you 
are  reading,  just  when,  you  are  getting  to  the 
point  where  he  gets  her  and  she  gets  him." 
Well,  he  is  right.  And  so  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Church  in  this  way  of 
life  is  to  master,  have  the  consciousness — note, 
have  the  consciousness  of  self-mastery.  You 
are  not  a  slave  to  the  drink,  you  are  not  a 
slave  to  nicotine,  you  are  not  a  slave  to  your 
passions.  When  temptations  come,  young 
man,  for  you  to  indulge  in  that  which  would 
soil  your  life  and  probably  ruin  the  life  of  one 
who  trusts  you,  you  are  master.  And  the  same 
with  a  young  woman. 

When  you  propose  to  a  young  girl  who  has 
also  lived  that  clean  life,  you  are  just  as 
worthy  of  the  blessings  of  Heaven  as  she  and 
you  take  her  into  the  Temple,  the  House  of 
God,  and  you  can  give  to  her  the  same  pure 
life  that  you  hope  to  find  in  the  mother  of 
your  children.  Does  that  mean  anything  to 
the  world  and  the  perpetuation  of  the  species 
— to  transmit  to  unborn  children  a  queenly  or 
a  kingly  birth,  free  from  disease?  These  are 
some  of  the  fundamentals  of  Mormonism. 

What  about  the  third?  When  death  comes, 
breathing  ceases,  your  heartbeats  stop.  The 
sparkle  in  the  eye  grows  dim  and  we  fail  to  re- 
spond to  this  physical  environment.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  spirit  transcends  death,  that 
Christ  conauered  death,  and  I  believe  that  with 
all  my  soul.  Somewhere  since  we  have  been 
here  in  South  Africa,  I  listened  to  a  man  who 
told  about  his  father  or  grandfather  who  died 
and  just  before  he  <liedi:he  recognized  some- 


body who  had  gone  before  him.  I  think  that 
is  a  good  illustration  of  the  passing  of  the 
spirit  from  mortality.  I  administered  to  a  boy 
one  night,  David  Eccles'  nephew,  who  lay  in 
an  unconscious  state.  We  administered  to  him 
and  he  opened  his  eyes.  He  recognized  us  and 
we  thought  he  was  better.  Three  days  later 
Brother  Eccles  and  I  received  a  message  that 
his  nephew  was  worse.  We  went  to  the  hos- 
pital immediately.  The  young  man  did  not 
recognize  us.  As  we  stood  around  the  bedside, 
his  cousin.  Bertha  Wright,  said,  "Oh,  Brother 
McKay,  administer  to  him."  I  said,  "It  is  too 
late.  He  is  gone."  And  yet  he  was  speaking. 
Unconscious,  he  was  dead  to  us,  but  he  said  in 
tones  as  plainly  and  distinctly  as  I  am  speak- 
ing, "Is  that  you,  father?  May  I  come  back? 
Yes,  father."  His  father  had  been  dead  for  13 
years.  Why  did  I  say  "It  is  too  late?"  Be- 
cause I  realized  that  his  spirit  was  responding 
to  an  environment  to  which  we  were  unre- 
sponsive. In  less  than  five  minutes  his  breath- 
ing stopped  and  he  was  gone.  I  am  merely 
mentioning  this  incident  as  an  illustration  of 
how  real  we  think  the  spirit  lives  after  the 
body  ceases  to  function. 

That,  too,  is  in  harmony  with  the  message 
of  the  Saviour  when  he  came  up  to  Mary  and 
Martha  at  the  death  of  Lazarus.  Jesus  re- 
mained two  days  after  he  had  received  the  mes- 
sage that  Lazarus  was  sick,  and  he  had  to 
climb  that  rocky  road  from  the  Dead  Sea  to 
Bethany.  Already,  as  they  approached  the 
house,  they  heard  the  moaning  of  the  Jews 
who  had  come  there  in  keeping  with  their  regu- 
lar method  of  expressing  sympathy  to  those 
bereaved.  Somebody  sent  word  to  Martha  that 
the  Master  had  come.  You  remember  her 
words  of  loving  rebuke:  "Lord,  if  thou  hadst 
been  here,  mv  brother  had  not  died."  Jesus 
said  to  her,  "Thy  brother  shall  rise  again." 
"I  know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resur- 
rection at  the  last  day,"  replied  Mary,  and 
Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life: 
he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live:  and  whosoever  liveth  and  be- 
lieveth in  me  shall  never  die." 

(1)  Pre-existence.  (2)  How  to  live  to  be 
happy  in  mortality;  for  happiness  through  ser- 
vice is  the  end  of  existence.  (3)  Immortality  of 
man  when  death  comes.  May  we  all  so  live 
that  when  that  time  comes  we  may  merit  the 
applause:  "Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant.  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 
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A  MISSION  BEGINS  (Continued  from  page    169) 


"I  met  Elders  Don  Manning  and  Robert  S. 
Thompson  and  cottage  meetings  were  planned 
for  the  following  Tuesday  evening  before 
M.I.A.  During  the  week  I  gave  up  drinking 
tea  and  coffee  and  started  living  the  Word  of 
Wisdom. 

"The  following  Sunday  was  District  Con- 
ference at  which  President  Even  P.  Wright 
spoke.  He  delivered  a  discourse  on  the  Three 
Witnesses  to  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  so 
impressed  me  that  I  knew  it  was  true.  From 
that  time  forth  I  attended  all  the  meetings  at 
Ramah  and  within  a  couple  of  weeks  I  asked 
for  Baptism. 

"During  that  month,  October  1952,  I  moved 
to  Springs  to  join  my  parents  who  had  come 
up  from  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  where  they  had 
been  living.  They  were  'horrified'  at  the  mere 
thought  of  me  even  having  any  associations 
with  the  so  called  'Mormons.'  As  I  was  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age  I  could  not  affiliate 
myself  with  the  Church  without  their  permis- 
sion. They  allowed  me  to  continue  going  to 
meetings  but  I  wasn't  free  to  be  baptised. 

"In  the  next  few  weeks  I  studied  the  Gospel 
and  tried  to  tell  my  Mother  and  Step-father 
about  it  but  my  Step-father  would  not  listen. 

"It  was  usual  each  year  for  my  Mother  to 
ask  me  what  I  would  like  as  a  Christmas  pre- 
sent, so  when  she  asked  me  I  said  to  her  that  I 
did  not  want  anything — only  her  consent  for 


me  to  be  baptised.     I  think  this  softened  her 
heart  because  she  consented. 

"I  was  baptised  at  Ramah  the  following 
Wednesday  evening,  the  17th  December,  1952, 
by  Elder  Bert  E.  Johnson  and  confirmed  by 
Brother  I.  C.  Louw." 

From  here  Ronald  quickly  progressed  in  his 
Church  activities  and  in  February,  1953,  he 
was  called  to  be  Branch  clerk  in  the  Springs 
Branch.  His  work  was  outstanding  as  he  per- 
formed his  duties  in  this  position,  and  then  on 
July,  1954,  he  was  ordained  an  Elder  in  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  by  Elder  Lowell  D. 
Wood  and  set  apart  as  a  missionary  in  the 
South  African  Mission  by  President  Leroy  H. 
Duncan  immediately  afterwards. 

One  who  has  associated  with  Elder  Ronald 
P.  Duncan  can  understand  why  he  stepped  off 
the  train  in  East  London  last  July,  ready  to 
serve  as  a  missionary,  for  his  testimony  and 
actions  breathe  the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel 
and  are  as  sound  as  the  ground  upon  which 
he  stands.  He  knows  that  he  bears  a  message 
of  God  to  men  that  is  of  value  to  the  entire 
world  and  is  doing  his  part  in  teaching  the 
truth  by  persuasion  and  reason  with  the 
patience  of  a  true  Latter-day  Saint.  May  God 
always  be  with  Elder  Duncan,  aiding  him  in 
in  his  labours  in  spreading  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  throughout  South  Africa. 


STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 

MONA  ELANOR  KOEKEMOER,  daughter  of 
Jacobus  Marthinus  and  Mona  Kathleen 
Gerber  was  blessed  on  August  15,  by  Brother 
Norman  G.  Muir,  at  Ramah. 

LEON  COLIN  BARKER,  son  of  Cornelius 
Launerdus  and  Catherina  Elizabeth  Olivier 
was  blessed  on  September  5th,  1954,  by  Elder 
George  B.  Everton  at  Durban. 

LOUISE-ANNE  BIBB,  daughter  of  Cecil  Lionel 
and  Sheila  Mary  Harvey  was  blessed  on 
September  12th,  1954,  by  Brother  Edwin 
Jakins  at  Pretoria. 

WILLIAM  GRAHAM  MORRISSEY,  son  of 
Ronald  Maynard  and  Coral  Joyce  Spilsbury 
was  blessed  on  September  19th,  1954,  by 
Elder  Paul  Smith  at  Pietermaritzburg. 

DIANE  CORAL  MORRISSEY,  daughter  of 
Ronald  Maynard  and  Coral  Joyce  Spilsbury 
was  blessed  on  September  19,  1954,  by  Elder 
Lawrence  J.   Stokes  at  Pietermaritzburg. 

FRANCES  ALETHEA  MARLENE  VAN  DE 
SANT  PREIJER,  daughter  of  Frand  Herman 
and  Aletta  van  de  Sandt  de  Villiers  was 
blessed   on    September   26th,    1954,    by    Elder 

■  «.©harle»  'M;«  Sessions* at. Durban.  -        **,.    . 


LIDDY  CAROLINE  VAN  DE  SANDT 
PREIJER,  daughter  of  Franz  Herman  and 
Aletta  van  de  Sandt  de  Villiers  was  blessed 
on  September  26th,  1954,  by  Elder  C.  Hyer 
at  Durban. 

JOHANN  RUDOLPH  KRUGER,  son  of  Vernon 
Rudolph  and  Anette  Elizabeth  Meyer  was 
blessed  on  October  3rd,  1954,  by  Elder 
Ronald  O.  Ragsdale  at  Bloemfontein. 

WYNE  CARL  NINOW,  son  of  Stanley  Ernest 
Vernon  and  Eileen  Ashtore  Meeser  was 
blessed  on  October  3rd,  1954,  by  Elder  Jerald 
Henderson  at  Cumorah. 

FRANCOIS  DE  ROOCK,  son  of  Pierre  Kruger 
and  Catherine  Magdalene  Rita  Brand,  was 
blessed  on  October  3rd,  1954,  by  Elder  John  F. 
Grismore  at  Cumorah. 

RICHARD  OSBORNE,  son  of  Gilbert  and 
Margery  Joan  Hewland  was  blessed  on 
October  3rd,  1954,  by  Brother  Alwin  Hubert 
at  Cumorah. 

GREGORY  OSBORNE,  son  of  Gilbert  and 
Margery  Joan  Hewland  was  blessed  on 
October  3rd.  1954,  by  Brother  Thomas  Wilson 
at  Cumorah. 

(Continued  on  next- page)- 
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BAPTISMS 
WILLIAM     CHARLES     BELT     BELDON     was 

baptised  on  September  19th.  1954.  by  Eld  r 
Ronald  O.  Rag  dale  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Wallace  M.  Saling  at 
Bloemfontein. 

MARFA  NAOMI  (BARNARD)  BELDON  was 
baptised  on  September  19th,  1954,  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Ronald  O. 
Ragsdale  at  Bloemfontein. 

RONALD  MAYNARD  MORRISSEY  was  bap- 
tised on  September  18  and  conflrmrd  on 
September  19,  1954,  by  Elder  Lawrence  J. 
Stokes  at  Pietermaritzburg. 

CORAL  JOYCE  (SP1LSBURY)  MORRISSEY 
was  baptised  en  Septemoer  18th,  1954,  by  Elder 
Lawrenc3  J.  Stokes  and  confirmed  en 
September  19th.  1954,  by  Elder  Paul  Smith 
at  Pietermaritzburg. 

ALETTA    VAN    DE    SANDT     (DE    VILLIERS) 
PREIJER  was   baptised   on   September  25th, 
1954  and  confirmed  on  September  26th,  1954, 
by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  at  Durban, 
ORDINATIONS 

GERHARDUS  DIRK  KOTZE  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
October  3rd,  1954,  by  Brother  Izak  C.  Louw 
at  Springs. 

BERNARD  VINCENT  MI'-NE  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  October 
10th,  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Bloemfontein. 

ROBERT  LLOYD  MILNE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  October 
10th,  1954,  by  Brother  Sydney  J.  Spear  at 
Bloemfontein. 

HUGH  DUDLEY  CAMPBELL  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
October  10th,  1954,  by  Elder  Dean  Jarman  at 
Welkom. 

MARRIAGE 

RAYMOND    EDWIN    SIDNEY    PHILLIPS    W9S 

married  to  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth  Bredenkamp 
on  September  4th,  1954,  at  Springs. 

DEATHS 
CLARENCE      BERNARD       SPEAR      died      on 
October  22nd.  1954,  at  Parys,  O.P.S. 


ARRIVALS 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER  GARY  L.  PLATT  was  transferred 
to  Welkom,  O.F.S.,  from  Crawford,  Cape 
District,  on  October  14th,  to  labour  with 
Elder  Dean  Jarman. 

ELDER    RULON    R.    FAIRBANKS    was 

transferred  to  Benoni,  East  Rand  District, 
from  Welkom,  O.F.S.,  on  October  16th,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Garn  G.  Christensen. 

ELDER  B.  KENT  TAYLOR  was  trans- 
ferred to  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  from 
Cape  District,  on  October  30th,  to  labour 
with  Elder  Jerry  S.  Young. 

ELDER     THERALD     P.     QUAYLE     was 

transferred  to  Durban,  Natal,  from  Bulawayo, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  on  November  2nd,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Reed  C.  Snrjw. 


ELDERS  JOSEPH  T.  LICHFIELD  AND 
H.  GEORGE  FREDERICKSON  arrived 
aboard  the  "Carnarvon  Castle"  on  the  14th 
October.  Elder  Lichfield  comes  from  Logan, 
Utah,  United  States  and  Elder  Frederickson 
comes  from  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  United  States. 

Elder  Lichfield  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
with  Elder  Jensen  in  the  East  Rand  District 
and  Elder  Frederickson  has  been  assigned  to 
the  (ape  District  to  labour  with  Elder 
Johansen. 

ELDERS  PAUL  L  DERRICK  and  REED 
C.  SNOW  arrived  aboard  the  "Winchester 
Castle"  on  October  28th.  Elder  Derrick 
comes  from  Atlanta,  Georgia,  United  States 
and  Elder  Snow  comes  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  United  States. 

Elder  Derrick  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
in  the  Cape  District  with  Elder  Richard  M. 
Dunn  and  Elder  Snow  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  Durban  with  Elder  Therald  P. 
Quayle. 

May  the  blessings  and  spirit  of  the  Lord  be 
with  these  four  young  men  as  they  perform 
their  duties  in  the  South  African  Mission. 


NOTICE 

Indexes  of  the  "Cumorah  Southern 
Messenger"  for  the  years  1952,  1953  and 
1954  wil'  shortly  be  available,  and  nego- 
tiations are  now  in  process  to  obtain  a 
number  of  bound  volumes  for  these  three 
years.  The  supply  will  be  limited,  how- 
ever, so  order  now  to  secure  your  bound 
volumes  of  the  "Messenger"  for  the 
years  1952,  1953  and  1954. 

Full  of  interesting  reading  of  events 
happening  in  the  South  African  Mission 
along  with  the  inspired  Word  of  God 
through  the  mouth  of  His  latter-day 
Prophets:  you  will  enjoy  having  and 
reading  the  past  issues  of  the  mission 
'news. 

Please  send  order  to 

"CUMORAH   SOUTHERN 
MESSENGER", 

"Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray,  C.P. 
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MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Alwin  Hubert,  219  Beach 
Road,  Mouille  Point,  Cape. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  Relief  Society  Sisters 
celebrated  the  fifth  Thursday  in  September  by 
arranging  a  supper-party  and  a  show. 
Although  the  weather  was  unkind  to  us,  no 
amount  of  rain  could  have  dampened  the 
good  spirits  of  the  sisters  on  this  occasion. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  we  made 


use  of  the  new  chairs  that  have  been  pur- 
chased towards  the  refurnishing  of  the  Relief 
Society  Hall — and  everybody  declared  that  the 
new  seats  were  indeed  comfortable.  Our  party 
numbered  twenty-six  and  everyone  was 
pleased  with  the  good  fare  and  the  happy 
association  one  with  another.  To  Sister 
Agnes  Hubert  and  her  helpers  go  our  sincere 
thanks  for  having  prepared  such  a  splendid 
meal.  After  the  good  things  had  been  eaten 
and  the  tables  cleared,  we  sallied  forth  to  bus 
or  train  and  re-assembled  outside  the 
Colosseum,  where  we  saw  the  Danny  Kaye 
film  "Up  in  Arms."  This  was  a  very  enjoyable 
and   happy  ^evening's   entertainment   and   the 


Relief  Society  Sisters  are  to  be  congratulated 
for  their  fine  social  success. 

While  the  members  of  the  Relief  Society 
were  busy  with  their  supper  party,  the 
members  of  the  M.I.A.  were  busily  trans- 
forming the  Recreation  Hall  into  a  bower  of 
Spanish  beauty  for  the  Gold  and  Green  Ball. 
We  are  grateful  to  Sister  Yvonne  Ninow  for 
her  fine  artistic  effort.  Of  course  the  Green 
and  Gold  is  Mutual's  bigest  social  effort  each 
year,  and  they  really  do  "go  to  town"  on  this 
event.  This  year  proved  no  exception  to  this 
rule.  There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the 
ball,  and  soon  we  were  on  the  floor  dancing 
to  the  strains  of  Jack  Robinson's  band,  li 
was  good  to  see  a  few  of  our  investigators 
there.  The  catering  was  in  the  capable  bands 
of  Sister  Agnes  Hubert,  and  it  certainly  came 
up  to  expectations.  The  Spanish  effect  of 
the  decorations  was  really  very  pretty. 

Our  Sacrament  Service  on  3rd  October  was 
followed  by  a  programme  under  the  direction 
of  the  Genealogical  Society.  The  theme  of 
tnis  programme  was  "The  Beyond."  There 
were  two  items  by  the  choir  and  readings  by 
Sisters  Amy  Hyland  and  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 
Brother  Sam  Rayner  then  spoke  on  life 
beyond  the  grave. 

Sister  Dawn  Tarr  has  had  her  tonsils  re- 
moved and  is  now  well  on  the  way  to 
recovery.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister 
Clarissa  Bibb  has  been  in  hospital  for  obser- 
vation. We  trust  that  she  will  soon  be  re- 
stored to  full  health. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  welcome  Brother 
>->  Powrie  and  his  two  children  to  Cape  Town. 
We  feel  sure  that  they  have  taken  back  happy 
memories  to  Krugersdorp. 

With  the  coming  of  the  spring,  plans  for 
picnics  are  again  in  the  front  of  the  news. 
The  first  picnic  of  the  season  was  held  on 
the  11th  of  October,  when  the  M.I.A.  travelled 
by  lorry  to  Kleinmond.  The  general  opinion 
is  that  a  wonderful  time  was  had  by  all — and 
judging  by  the  many  cases  of  sunburn  around 
"Cumorah,"  our  members  certainly  did  take 
advantage  of  the  fine  weather. 

The  rummage  sale,  which  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  Sunday 
School  Christmas  Tree  Party,  brought  in  a 
sum  of  over  £25.  The  Sunday  School 
Superintendency  wish  to  thank  all  of  those 
who  helped  in  this  effort  by  donating  rum- 
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mage,  collecting  it,  and  marking  and  selling 
the  goods. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Thietz  has  been  suffering 
from  virus  pneumonia  but  is  now  making 
rapid  strides  towards  recovery.  Sister  Hilda 
Dyason  is  recovering  from  her  recent  attack 
of  bronchitis.  We  look  forward  to  seeing 
these  two  sisters  at  our  meetings  in  the  near 
future. 

We  welcome  Brother  Stanford  Park  who 
has  returned  to  our  midst  from  the  wilds  of 
Rhodesia. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch    President:      Nicholas   J.    Goosen,    57 

van    Niekerk    Street,    Kingston    Estate, 

Bellville. 

Reported  by  Jeanette  Goosen 

Since  the  beginning  of  August  meetings 
have  been  held  in  the  hall  of  the  Bellville 
Public  Library.  We  all  feel  that  this  is  a  big 
stride  forward  in  the  development  of  this 
branch  as  investigators  seem  to  be  more  in- 
clined to  attend  meetings  in  a  hall  than  in  the 
homes  of  members. 

The  Elders  labouring  in  the  Northern 
Suburbs  have  succeeded  in  contacting  some 
very  fine  families  who  are  regularly  attending 
our  services. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  baby  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  van  Rooyen  has 
completely  recovered  from  her  recent  illness. 

During  the  past  month  one  of  the  visiting 
speakers  at  sacrament  meeting  was  Brother 
Thomas  Wilson  from  Mowbray.  We  always 
enjoy  having  him,  and  our  own  octo- 
genarian, Brother  Edwin  Jakins,  counsel  us 
from  their  rich  experience  and  wisdom. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 

18,  Caithness  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 

We  were  indeed  sorry  to  have  Elder  Todd 
leave  us,  but  we  wish  him  every  success  in  his 
new  field  of  labour.  We  welcome  Elder 
Christensen  to  Uitenhage  and  hope  he  will  en- 
joy his  stay  here. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Hester  Matthews 
and  her  husband  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter. 
Brother  Pat  and  Sister  Olive  Everton  have  also 
received  an  addition  to  their  family — a  baby 
daughter — and  our  congratulations  are  ex- 
tended to  them  also. 

The  Building  Committee  held  a  number  of 
events  including  a  buffet  supper,  a  quiz  even- 
ing and  a  cake  sale.  All  thfse  events  were  suc- 
cessful, raising  a  fair  amount  of  money  to  add 
to  the  building  fund. 


Sunday,  the  17th  October,  a  fireside  was  held 
at  Brother  Schecklcs  house.  It  was  a  delightful 
evening  with  everyone  enjoying  the  pro- 
gramme. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  George  B.  Everton, 

8   Roof  Garden    Mansions,   310  Vause   Road, 

Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

With  our  Mutual  President,  Sister  Nora 
Newell,  moving  to  Johannesburg  there  have 
been  some  changes  in  our  M.I. A.  presidency. 
Brother  Jan  Joubert  has  been  elected  as  our 
new  president,  with  Sister  Lavinia  Bosse  and 
Sister  Schenke  Van  Niekerk  as  his  counsellors. 
We  do  hope  that  Sister  Newell  will  be  very 
happy  back  in  her  old  home,  Ramah,  and  we 
would  like  to  thank  Brother  Gert  Kotze  and 
Mr.  Roy  Carlson  for  the  fine  contributory  aid 
they  gave  Sister  Nora  as  her  counsellors. 

On  the  23rd  October  Elsa  Karen  Randall 
was  baptized  by  her  father,  at  Warner  Beach, 
and  Dawn  Patricia  and  Avrit  Maureen  Rhynes 
were  baptised  by  Elder  Everton.  They  were 
confirmed  on  the  following  day. 

We  are  thrilled  and  happy  to  say  that  our 
Building  Fund  continues  to  stride  ahead.  We 
have  had  some  very  good  donations,  a  cake 
sale,  and  a  fruit  supper,  sponsored  by  the  Re- 
lief Society.  Our  brick-selling  campaign  is 
still  flourishing,  and  this  along  with  other- com- 
bined efforts  has  raised  the  sum  of  £156  in 
one  month.  We  would  like  to  thank  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  abundant  blessings  he 
has  showered  upon  us,  for  we  can  feel  His 
presence  in  all  we  do. 

The  Pietermaritzburg  Branch  is  certainly 
thriving,  so  much  so  that  they  are  now  hold- 
ing two  meetings  each  Sunday.  Two  of  our 
missionaries  go  up  every  alternate  week,  to 
assist  the  Elders  there  in  Pietermaritzburg. 

Sister  Kotze  and  Sister  Blackburn  paid  a 
flying  visit  to  the  Rand  during  the  month,  and 
visited  Johannesburg,  Pretoria  and  Krugers- 
dorp. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir, 

1 19  Kitchener  Ave.,  Bez  Valley,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Tex  Smith 

An  excellent  Basket  Ball  game,  between  the 
missionaries  and  a  Transvaal  team  was  held 
at  the  Technical  College  Hall  on  Friday,  24th 
September.  Part  of  the  proceeds  went  to  the 
Ramah  Building  Fund.  The  missionaries  were 
beaten  by  the  local  team  but  we  are  deeply 
grateful  to  them  for  their  support  in  aiding 
us  with  the  building  project. 

Another  successful  concert  was  presented  at 
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Ramah  in  aid  of  much  needed  building  funds. 
T^he  variety  was  excellenut  and  the  ever  popu- 
lar Ted  Tewson  proved  a  talented  entertainer, 
as  did  the  entire  company.  One  highlight  of 
the  show  was  a  Minstrel  Show  presented  by 
the  Elders.  A  really  fine  'Black  Face'  perform- 
ance with  popular  'Dixy'  songs  and  jokes  was 
enjoyed  on  October  1st. 

Ramah  members  had  a  "Day  Away"  attend- 
ing the  Transvaal  District  Conference  at  the 
New  Springs  Chapel.  President  Leroy  H. 
Duncan  and  his  good  wife  were  in  attendance, 
and  inspiring  spiritual  talks  directed  to  the 
youth  coupled  with  good  singing  from  the 
Springs  and  Ramah  singing  sisters  were  of 
great  benefit  and  enjoyment  to  all.  We  were 
also  happy  to  hear  from  our  returned  mis- 
sionaries, Sisters  Hilda  Wallace,  Alma 
Schroeder  and  Signe  Smith.  This  day  was 
warm  and  beautiful — summer  at  her  best  for 
October  3rd. 

Another  little  member  to  add  to  God's  King- 
dom arrived  at  the  home  of  the  Stark  family. 
Sister  Mary  Stark  had  a  bonny  boy  Septem- 
ber 8th.    Congratulations  Sister  Stark. 

A  very  happy  and  enjoyable  day  was  spent 
by  the  M.I.A.  at  a  picnic  at  Van  Wyk's  Rust 
on  Monday,  1 1th  October.  This  organization 
has  on  its  coming  activity  list  a  Halloween 
Party  for  the  end  of  this  month,  and  its  Annual 
Gold  and  Green  Ball  to  be  held  in  November 
at  the  Duncan  Hall.  The  M.I.A.  presented 
a  successful  play,  "Opened  by  Mistake"  at 
Ramah  on  October  5th,  with  Sisters  Birdie 
and  Nola  Matthews,  Olive  Wallace  and  Jean 
Sutherland;  Brothers  Ivan  Muir,  Don  Ninow 
and  Tex  Smith  in  character  parts.  It  was  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  our  Drama  Director, 
Brother  Tex  and  enjoyed  by  all  attending. 

Hearty  congratulations  to  Brother  G.  D. 
Kotze  who  has  been  set  apart  of  2nd  coun- 
sellor in  the  District  Presidency.  God  bless 
you  in  your  endeavours. 

Sunday,  October  17th,  Ramah  was  visited 
by  Sister  Kotze  and  our  American  Lady  Mis- 
sionary, Sister  Reta  Blackburn,  who  came  up 
for  the  weekend.  We  felt  greatly  privileged  to 
meet  Sister  Blackburn  before  she  returns  to 
the  U.S.A. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  H.  Dec  Hugo, 

51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs 
Reported  by  Mavis  Louw 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  South 
African  Mission  the  Transvaal  District  Con- 
ference was  held  here  at  Springs.  Previous  to 
this  time  it  has  been  held  at  Johannesburg,  so 
we  are  thankful  to  the  District  Presidency  for 
honouring  us  by  holding  Conference    in    our 


new  Chapel  on  October  the  3rd.  It  meant  that 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  having  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  and  nearly  all  the  members  of 
the  Transvaal  visit  with  us  twice  within  three 
months — something  we  never  dreamed  of 
sometime  ago.  The  theme,  "What  the  Church 
engenders  in  Youth,"  was  very  well  presented 
by  Sister  Peggy  Zangerhouse  of  Springs, 
Brother  Ronnie  Kunitz  of  Pretoria  and  Brother 
Donovan  Donly  of  Ramah.  These  young 
members  are  to  be  complimented  on  the  way 
they  had  prepared  their  talks.  It  was  interest- 
ing to  hear  from  our  returned  missionaries. 
Sister  Alma  Schroder,  Sister  Signe  Smith  and 
Sister  Hilda  Wallace.  The  conference  ended 
with  very  inspiring  talks  by  our  beloved  mis- 
sion authorities,  President  and  Sister  Duncan. 

We  welcome  and  congratulate  Brother  Gert 
Kotze  as  second  counsellor  in  the  District 
Presidency  of  the  Transvaal  District.  Brother 
Kotze  has  made  a  phenomenal  rise  in  the 
Church  in  his  short  membership.  We  wish 
him  every  success  in  his  future  endeavours. 

Our  best  wishes  to  Little  Joe  Stemmet  for  a 
speedy  recovery  from  his  nasty  accident.  We 
hope  that  he  will  not  suffer  any  after  effects, 
but  regain  his  normal  health  again.  Joe, 
junior,  is  one  of  our  younger  but  most  ardent 
performers  on  Church  programmes. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother  Nelson  and 
Sister  Marie  Van  Niekerk  on  the  arrival  of  a 
bonnie  boy  on  the  19th  of  October. 

On  Sunday,  the  17th,  the  Branch  Presidency 
presented  a  special  programme  to  commemor- 
ate the  first  anniversary  of  the  laying  of  the 
foundation  stone  of  our  Chapel. 

We  welcome  Elders  Grigor  and  Halverson 
to  Springs.  We  hope  they  will  enjoy  their 
labours  in  Springs.  They  have  come  to  assist 
Elders  Eddy  and  Stokes  to  increase  the  mem- 
bership of  our  Branch.    We  wish  them  success. 

Ewalt  King  Futter,  son  of  Brother  Reaford 
and  Sister  Maggie  Futter,  was  baptised  by  his 
father  on  Sunday,  the  24th,  and  confirmed  by 
Brother  I.  C.  Louw. 

Our  sincere  thanks  to  President  for 
his  efforts  on  our  behalf  in  helping  us  to 
acquire  a  new  piano.  We  do  appreciate  it  very 
much. 

BLOEMFONTEIN    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Ronald  O.  Ragsdale, 

1  Mockes  Street,  Bloemfontein 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlem 

Money  raising  for  the  building  of  our 
Chapel  is  in  the  air,  we  go  to  bed  with  it,  get 
ud  with  it  and  work  with  it.  Our  first  effort 
this  month  was  with  the  newly  assembled  pup- 
pet show,  organized  by  the  Utermohlen's,  at 
a  matinee  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Daubney. 
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Side  stalls  at  the  interval  sold  cold  drinks  and 
cakes  and  sweets  made  by  the  Relief  Society 
Sisters.  It  was  a  grand  success  for  so  small  a 
group. 

It  was  a  line  conference  we  held  two  weeks 
ago,  when  President  Duncan  and  Sister 
Duncan  visited  us  once  again.  We  all  bene- 
fitted from  the  fine  spiritually  inspired  talks 
that  were  given,  and  as  always,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  President's  next  visit. 

With  love  and  admiration  we  think  back  to 
our  Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  who  was  called  away 
by  the  Lord  on  the  22nd  of  October.  He  was 
our  pillar  in  the  church  before  he  retired  and 
went  to  live  at  Parys.  Brother  C.  B.  was  for- 
ever an  inspiration  to  those  who  have  known 
him  with  his  firm  handgrasp  and  his  smile.  The 
courage  with  which  he  endured  to  the  very  end 
will  live  with  us  forever  and  be  an  example  to 
all  of  us  who  still  have  labours  to  complete  in 
this  earthly  life. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Lionel  Bibb, 

282  Preller  St.,  Muckleneuk,  Pretorial,  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

On  the  17th  September  a  social  was  held  at 
the  Harvey-Bibb  home  to  raise  funds  for  the 
Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree.  The  affair 
was  both  a  financial  and  social  success. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Elder  Miller 
who  has  been  transferred  to  a  new  field  of 
labour,  but  we  welcome  Elder  Osborne  who 
has  come  to  replace  him. 

A  welcome  visitor  to  the  Pretoria  Branch 
during  September  was  Brother  Edwin  Jakins 
of  Eerste  River,  C.P.  We  always  look  forward 
to  his  visits. 

Many  members  went  through  to  Springs  on 
Sunday,  3rd  October,  to  attend  the  two  sessions 
of  conference  held  there.    The  fine  talks  given 


were  enjoyed  by  all  o\  us. 

Sister  Tovc  and  her  daughter,  Anna  Mette, 
left  by  air  on  the  6th  October,  to  join  Brother 
Hans  Rohde  in  South  West  Africa.  We  hope 
they  will  be  happy  in  their  new  home. 

A  game  night  was  held  on  the  8th  October  at 
the  Harvey-Bibb  home  in  aid  of  the  building 
fund.  Although  the  attendance  was  disap- 
pointingly small  those  present  thoroughly  en- 
joyed themselves. 

VI. I. A.  has  been  organized  in  Pretoria  for 
the  younger  members  of  the  Branch.  .  The 
meetings  are  being  held  weekly  at  different 
member's  homes. 

Sister  Pat  Harvey  appeared  in  the  play 
"Cradle  Song,"  which  was  produced  by 
Leontine  Fagon  in  Pretoria  recently. 

Brother  Bill  Harvey  is  confined  to  bed  with 
heart  trouble.  We  hope  he  will  soon  be  up 
and  about  again. 

EAST    LONDON    BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  Gary  E.   Elliott, 

4,  Baynes  Street,  Berea,  East  London,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Theodora  R.  Booysen 

Visitors  to  East  London  have  been  thor- 
oughly disgusted  with  the  wet  weather  we  have 
been  having  for  the  past  six  weeks.  However, 
the  bad  weather  helps  us  to  appreciate  the  good 
and  the  occasional  sunny  days  which  we  have 
had. 

Elder  Elliott  and  companion.  Elder  Ronald 
Duncan,  have  been  extremely  busy  trading 
despite  the  wet  weather.  It  has  been  brought 
to  our  attention,  however,  that  they  are 
especially  busy  in  the  streets  which  boast 
heavy  laden  mulberry  trees. 

Melvin  and  Elaine  Jubber  organized  a  braai- 
vleis  for  the  M.I. A.  at  Marina  Glen  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th  September  which  was  very 
well  attended  and  much  enjoyed  by  all. 
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